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NEWS 1
USC’s Mock Trial Program began its eighth 
year as a fully student-run organization this 
semester, recent ly f inishing fourth Florida 
State University’s Fifth Annual Capital City 
Invitational Tournament and taking home two 
trophies in October.
But what exactly is the mock trial program?
Mock Trial Executive Board President and 
third-year BARSC student Nicole Wittstein has 
been involved with mock trial at USC since her 
freshman year.
“There’s mock trial at four different levels: You 
have your middle school mock trial, which doesn’t 
exist in every state; high school mock trial, which 
does exist in every state, … then you have college 
trial and law school mock trial,” Wittstein said.
Each year the American Mock Trial Association 
(AMTA) creates a civil or criminal case for trial 
teams to prepare for. The team’s members fill 
the roles of attorneys, prosecutors and witnesses. 
Judges at competit ions then rate the team’s 
performance in the mock trial as a whole
“There’s a lot of skill work involved in mock 
trial. It’s public speaking, acting, law,” Wittestein 
said. “We’ll bring in attorneys to help more with 
the legal technicalities.”
Du r ing t he fa l l ,  t he teams compete in 




Courtesy of Nick Santamaria
Members of the mock trial program practice around six 
hours per week preparing for tournaments.
Patrick Ingraham
@PATTYMILLS11
A memorial hosted by the 
Frater na l  Order  of  Pol ice 
honored fallen officers Tuesday 
night at the Statehouse, marking 
the 10th anniversary of the fallen 
offi cer memorial.
The memorial comes a little 
more than a month after Forest 
Acres Police Officer Greg Alia 
was killed while on duty in a 
Columbia-area mall. Alia was 
a USC alumni and a founding 
member of the university’s Phi 
Sigma Kappa fraternity chapter. 
His wife, Kassy Alia, was present.
Off icer Alia’s name joined 
the names of fallen of f icers 
covering the walls that surround 
a statue reading, “Lest we forget; 
Dedicated to the men and women 
of South Carolina who helped 
preserve law and order.” The 
names of 25 other offi cers were 
also added to the memorial walls 
at the event and Rick Hubbard, 
South Carolina’s deputy attorney 
general, was the keynote speaker.
“I want to start with some 
words that you all know are 
true. And that’s this: ‘There’s no 
greater love than this, that a man 
lay down his life for another,’” 
Hubbard said. “It’s fitting that 
we look and ponder their names 
and realize these are real people. 
These aren’t just names etched 
in a wall. These were people who 
had choices like you and me, but 
they choose to serve; to wear a 
uniform, to wear a badge on their 
heart, to serve. To serve and to 
protect.”
Several people spoke at the 
memorial, including a member 
of  Projec t  Blue  L ight  (a n 
organization that began in 1988 
to honor fallen officers.) Each 
year during the holiday season, 
families and friends of fallen 
offi cers place blue lights in their 
windows as a symbol of peace. 
This year the organization is 
encouraging everyone across the 
country join them.
“My husband, he was an offi cer 
that was killed 10 years ago. I 
come out here to try to keep the 
memory alive for [our children],” 
said Nicole Burdette, wife of 
fallen offi cer Major Deputy James 
A lexander Burdette. “When 
Reclaimed Runway showcases sustainable fashion
Fallen police officers 
honored at memorial
Hannah Treece / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Offi cers and loved ones of fallen offi cers gathered at the Fallen Offi cer Memorial at the Statehouse Tuesday 




This year’s fall fashion trend: 
Trash.
O n  Tu e s d a y  e v e n i n g , 
Sustainable Carolina hosted 
the third annual Reclaimed 
Runway fashion show, featuring 
14 or ig ina l  designs made 
entirely from recycled or up-
cycled materials.
S u s t a i n a b l e  C a r o l i n a , 
the student branch of the 
University of South Carolina’s 
Office of Sustainability, seeks 
to educate and involve students 
in environmentally friendly 
init iat ives. They organized 
the event in coordinat ion 
with Individuals Respecting 
Ident it ies and Sexual it ies 
( IRIS), Fashion Board and 
EcoReps.
Designs ranged from form-
fi tting cocktail dresses, tasteful 
skirt-and-shirt combinations 
and full-length ball gowns. 
Some of the materials used 
include plastic bags, magazines, 
water bottles and Chipotle bags 
and foil.
Students were impressed by 
the event and the creativity of 
the designs.
“We kind of stumbled in,” 
third-year f inance student 
Abigail Carey said of herself 
and her friends. “We didn’t 
intentionally come here, but we 
… thought it would be cool. It 
was great.”
Third-year retail and fashion 
merchandising student Anne 
Coleman  came in first place. 
Her design was inspired by 
Lewis  Carrol l’s  “A l ice in 
Wonderland” and was made out 
of old playing cards. She worked 
for several days leading up to 
the show to fi nish it.
“I’ve a lways been real ly 
interested in any k ind of 
fashion,” Coleman said. “Was 
it worth me not sleeping for 72 
hours? Of course it was. In the 
end, it’s something I love.”
Colema n a l so  won t he 
competit ion in 2013 with a 
dress made out of water bottles.
Other younger designers 
also succeeded in creat ing 
impressive, intricate designs. 
First-year mar ine sc ience 
student Aly Topscher designed 
a full-length, strapless gown out 
of old newspapers.
“A lot of people are really 
creative in how they did these. 
A lot of people thought outside 
the box, which is really cool,” 
Topscher said.
Topscher’s model, f irst-
year international business 
student K. Lee Graham, was 
enthusiastic to be involved in 
the show.
“I love representing EcoReps. 
They put in a lot of work,” 
she said. “It’s been really cool 
learning about how sustainable 
fashion works.”
W hen ex pla i n i ng t hei r 
creations, many of the designers 
expressed great interest in 
sustainability.
Second-year retail student 
Amelia Shuler designed a dress 
made out of toilet paper rolls 
collected in her own household. 
She said this particular material 
appealed to her because it is a 
source of trash that people tend 
to overlook.
Coleman said she enjoys 
up-cycl ing not only to be 
sustainable, but also to save 
money and to be creative.
“The drape on my bed is an 
old lace tablecloth,” she said. “I 
really like to be … frugal and to 
just live sustainably. I try to do 
anything to save money or to 
save the environment.”
Reclaimed Runway is related 
to No Impact Week, which is 
being led by EcoReps, a group 
of peer leaders who sometimes 
collaborate with Sustainable 
Carolina.
Second-year international 
business student and EcoReps 
peer leader Rachel Whitbeck 
said the goal of No Impact 
Week is to make students aware 
of the easy ways to be more 
environmentally friendly. She 
joined EcoReps to further her 
interest in sustainability.
“I’ve a lways been real ly 
into recycling,” she said. “In 
elementary school, I would stay 
in during recess and pick paper 
out of the trash to recycle it.”
No Impact Week spans from 
Monday to Saturday, with each 
day having its own sustainable 
theme. Monday encouraged 
s t udent s  to  reduce  t he i r 
consumption by buying nothing 
new. Tuesday challenged them 
to make no trash.
Wednesday focuses on eating 
only organic and locally grown 
food, Thursday emphasizes 
reducing electricity and water 
usage and Friday is all about 
sustainable transportation. On 
Saturday, students will give back 
to the community by going out 
and picking up litter.
Staff writer Emily Mewborne 
contributed to reporting in this 
ar ticle. K . Lee Graham is a 
photographer for The Daily 
Gamecock.
Casey Sweeney / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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About The Daily Gamecock
NEWS 2
A West Columbia woman won $200,000 in the South Carolina Education 
Lottery, The State reported. Her son bought the ticket, and she selected 
certain numbers — one, two, fi ve, eight and nine — that corresponded with the 
birthday months of her brothers and sisters. The woman told South Carolina 
Education Lottery offi cials that she plans to buy “a spanking new car” with her 
winnings.
 —Compiled by Emily Barber, Assistant News Editor
According to WLTX, a Nebraska meat supplier has recalled 167,427 pounds 
of beef that might be contaminated with E. coli. The meat, produced by All 
American Meats, Inc., was distributed to retailers across the country. Last 
Friday, a portion tested positive for E. coli, and the recall was announced on 
Sunday. The United States Department of Agriculture urged consumers not to 
eat the meat, but to throw it away or return it.
 —Compiled by Emily Barber, Assistant News Editor
Rescue teams spent Tuesday afternoon searching for a fi ve-month-old infant 
who was tossed into a creek in Socastee by her mother, WIS reported. Around 
10:30 a.m., the infant’s mother knocked on the door of a house in Socastee and 
told the resident that she had thrown her daughter into the creek, after which 
the resident called the police. The mother was taken into custody. The Coast 
Guard, fi re rescue, beach patrol, jet skis and other boats were stretched from 
Socastee to the Intracoastal Waterway trying to locate the infant.
 —Compiled by Emily Barber, Assistant News Editor
West Columbia woman wins lottery 
using siblings’ birthdays
Over 150,000 pounds of beef recalled 
for possible E. coli
Rescue teams search for infant 
tossed in creek
CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about it. Email editor@
dailygamecock.com and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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C it y  I nv i t a t ion a l ) 
i n  prepa rat ion  for 
the spring semester. 
T h e n ,  A M T A -
associated universities 
h o s t  r e g i o n a l 
t o u r n a m e n t s  t h a t 
eventually determine 
who winds up in the 
national competition. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
W it t s te i n ,  USC i s 
planning to host one of 
the AMTA regionals 
next semester, where 
about 24 teams wil l 
compete to move on 
to the Opening Round 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
(ORCS) preceding the 
national tournament.
W i t t s t e i n  s a i d 
coaches help new team 
m e m b e r s  d e v e l o p 
t heir k nowledge of 
the law and speaking 
sk i l l s .  Dr.  Melody 
Leh n,  a n  a s s i s t a nt 
professor of speech 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
serves as “speech and 
skills coach” for the 
three USC teams. 
“USC Mock Trial is 
very much a student-
r u n  o r g a n i z a t io n , 
and I am continually 
impressed with how 
they have designed 
t h e i r  p r a c t i c e 
s t r u c t u r e  b e f o r e 
bringing me on the 
coaching staff,” Lehn 
said.
Lehn also said the 
teams practice two to 
three times a week — 
and sometimes more 
— when upcom ing 
t o u r n a m e n t s  g e t 
closer.
M o c k  T r i a l 
E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d 
T r e a s u r e r  a n d 
second-year political 
science student Nick 
Santamar ia sa id he 
f o u n d  o u t  a b o u t 
t he mock t r ia l  la st 
year at the st udent 
organization fair, and 
tried out for it after 
he dec ided t hat  he 
intended to go to law 
school.
“A  l o t  o f  p r e -
l a w  s t u d e nt s  f i n d 
themselves in mock 
trial,” Santamaria said.
B o t h  W i t t s t e i n 
a n d  S a n t a m a r i a 
emphasized that while 
the practices can be 
t i m e - c o n s u m i n g , 
the experiences and 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t h e 
program can provide 
are more than worth 
it.
“ I t ’ s  s u c h  a 
community and all of 
us know each other so 
well because we spend 
so much time together, 
and then we go on the 
weekend tournament 
trips together that it’s 
just … so much fun, 
especially when we’re 
able to put in all this 
work and succeed like 
we did at FSU.”
my husband was killed, I’ll be honest, 
I never thought it could happen. 
Unfortunately I believe the wives now 
know that when their husbands leave 
that might be the last time they go out 
the door.”
At the memorial, each fallen offi cer’s 
name was read off. As each name was 
read, their family members walked 
up and received a rose in their honor. 
Families and friends of the fallen 
offi cers, as well as those who currently 
serve, stood in a circle around the 
memorial, each holding a lit candle in 
their honor. Many of the families there 
included spouses, parents and children 
of the offi cers.
“[Police officers] keep us safe; lots 
of times I [slept] alone at night so 
that you [could] sleep safely,” Tonia 
Mallett Smith said. Smith is the wife 
of fallen officer Investigator Holmes 
N. Smith Jr. and mother to their three 
children. “When someone breaks into 
your house at night and holds hostage 
everything you hold dear, you’re going 
to call them, and they’re going to 
come.”
Leading up to and away f rom 
the memorial runs a thin blue line, 
representing police offi cers both past 
and current.
“Are there heroes among us? Well 
my answer is come here. Come to this 
place,” Hubbard said. “Walk down that 
thin blue line, and go ponder the names 
of those who know what sacrifi ce was. 
They exemplified courage, and they 
lived and died with honor. God bless 
you. God bless us all.” 
TRIALPAGE1 OFFICERSPAGE1
With a campus that has over 
24,000 undergraduates, it is no 
surprise that the fashion worn 
on campus is as diverse as the 
students themselves. In each 
class, it seems there’s always 
someone who consistently looks 
put together, emanating a vibe of 
nonchalant, trendy perfection.
With an enviable collection of 
clothing and an effortless, cool 
sense of style, third-year retail 
management st udent Carly 
Broome is the epitome of a 
campus style icon.
B r o o m e ,  a  b l o g g e r  f o r 
the popular website College 
Fashionista, cited her interest in 
fashion and styling as something 
that emerged at a young age. 
Broome currently contributes 
only to College Fashionista, 
though she intends to start her 
own personal style blog when 
she is abroad in London next 
semester.
“I just always loved to wear 
dresses and shop and stuf f,” 
Broome said. “Then, as I got 
older, I always said I wanted to 
be a fashion designer. I started 
watching Project Runway and 
with that I just became really into 
styling, and my interest in that 
kept growing.”
A nat ive of Cocoa Beach, 
Florida, Broome describes her 
own style as “hipster grunge.”
“My style changes a lot — it’s 
k ind of like a hodgepodge of 
whatever I’m feeling that day,” 
Broome said. “I’m really into the 
edgy look, especially chokers and 
leather. I’m also really into the 
dark and nude colors, like the 
army green and deep reds lately 
for the fall. Last year I coined it 
‘hipster grunge.’”
In between juggling classes and 
her sorority, Chi Omega, Broome 
fi nds the time to keep up with the 
latest fashion trends.
“I mostly just follow Instagram 
people I fi nd in the popular pages 
and become obsessed with,” 
Broome said. “The one Instagram 
account I really love is ‘The 
Native Fox’ — She [is] so cool. 
Jennifer Grace is her name — she 
has a really awesome Instagram 
so I follow her for inspiration, and 
then accounts like Free People 
and Urban Outfi tters, and some 
other famous stylists.”
Utilizing the Instagram “The 
Native Fox,” and the inspiring 
looks of celebrity stylist Rachel 
Zoe, Broome touched on the 
trends shown on runways, social 
media and even around campus 
for this fall season.
“For this fall it’s definitely all 
about textures. Fur, suede and 
fringe are really in,” Broome said. 
“And then in terms of color, for 
fall it’s the dark neutrals like army 
green, and deep reds, grays and 
browns.”
Apart from identifying the latest 
trends, Broome also discussed 
her own personal appreciation for 
dressing fashionably for fall.
“I think I like layering in the 
fall the most, and the boots,” 
Broome said. “It’s just fun to 
bring out more clothes because 
you can just keep piling on clothes 
and accessories in the fall and you 
can’t do that in the summer.”
Though fall fashion allows for 
layering and diversity, Broome 
has some essentials she believes 
all self-proclaimed fashionistas 
should have in their wardrobes.
“Defi nitely a leather jacket and 
probably booties,” Broome said. “I 
personally have suede ones that I 
wear the most, and I’ve been down 
with the Dr. Martens lately.”
For style tips and updates on 
seasonal trends, follow Broome 
on Instagram @CarlyBroome 
or on College Fashionista under 
the University of South Carolina 
page.
Wednesday, November 4, 2015 4
A&C 4
With a saturated television 
market, it is often hard for writers 
to think of new and creative shows 
that aren’t super redundant. Most 
shows fall into simple categories 
like comedy or drama because 
viewers are often looking for 
storylines that are easy to follow. 
“Scream Queens” is FOX’s 
new horror comedy show that 
transcends genres with ease — the 
hilarious antics of the characters 
make the plot line simple to keep 
up with, and the scare factor is 
low enough that you won’t have 
nightmares after watching.
The show, which premiered 
t h i s  pa s t  September,  over-
exaggerates the stereotypes that 
surround Greek life in college. 
The plot follows these hilarious, 
one-dimensional sorority and 
fraternity members as they are 
picked off in the unidentified 
villain’s semester-long murderous 
rampage. Despite the gore (and 
the apparent gimmick that at least 
one character dies every episode,) 
the whole show is one massive joke 
that turns generalizations on their 
heads.
A ny soror it y or f raternit y 
member would be quick to assure 
you that the characters don’t 
embody the values or behavior that 
their real-life counterparts have. 
But, somehow, the extremeness 
of their actions and attitudes is 
a statement to the assumptions 
that the rest of the world makes 
about t hese st udent s .  This , 
paradoxically, has a reverse effect 
on viewers, opening their eyes to 
the generalizations that are made 
about Greek life on campuses 
nationwide.
The cast is also perfect for 
their roles — Emma Roberts 
plays a fl awless and cruel sorority 
president, and her various minions, 
one of which is played by Ariana 
Grande, are perfectly cast. Jamie 
Lee Curtis plays the college dean, 
and her character is as ludicrous as 
the rest. Various other actors in the 
show include Lea Michele, Nick 
Jonas, Abigail Breslin and Keke 
Palmer — all of whose characters 
are fantastically outlandish.
All in all, while the show is far 
from accurate — accuracy isn’t 
the goal — it manages to make 
it’s predictable character types 
inoffensive and hilarious, while 
showing off the talents of countless 
actors.
This genre-bending show plays 
on FOX Tuesday nights at 9 p.m. 
EST.
“Wiped Out!,” f rom the beloved band that 
brought you “Sweater Weather,” showcases The 
Neighbourhood’s ability to blend different genres into 
their very own sound.
That said, a few of them feel like an extension of 
the band’s previous album, “I Love You.,” such as 
the radio-ready hit “Prey” where Jesse Rutherford’s 
silky voice croons over the rhythm and blues melody. 
The pre-chorus slowly builds and erupts into a catchy 
falsetto of “We need to fl y ourselves before someone 
else tells us how / Something is off, I feel like prey, I 
feel like praying.”
“Cry Baby” also flirts with R&B riffs and heavy 
beats. This t rack is more upbeat — you may 
actually check to make sure you’re listening to The 
Neighbourhood because the melody and lyrics are 
more positive and uplifting than the band’s typical 
song.
The album’s namesake, “Wiped Out!,” starts off 
steady with slow beats and becomes more intricate 
— a controlled chaos. You think you know where the 
song is heading and you think you’ve caught on to the 
whiny melody and fi gured out the rhythm of isolated 
beats (that are supposed to act as a chorus, maybe?), 
but all of a sudden Rutherford begins to rap. I suppose 
it was only a matter of time, considering the band 
released a pretty hip-hop heavy mix tape, “#000000 
& #FFFFFF,” this past December. Rutherford begins 
to fine tune the band’s sound by showing that the 
once-experimental tracks may become a more regular 
addition to The Neighborhood’s sound.
“The Beach” is more ethereal and almost haunting 
— a typical melancholy mixture the band usually 
creates. Layers and layers of eerie sounds cloud 
Rutherford’s voice to the point where he almost 
sounds as if he’s straining to get through to listeners 
despite all of the chaos — almost as if he’s fi ghting 
against the noise. This effect creates an even creepier 
aspect to the song and makes the lyrics “I’m sick and 
I’m tired too / I can admit, I am not fi reproof / I feel 
it burning me / I feel it burning you / I hope I don’t 
murder me / I hope I don’t burden you” much more 
powerful.
Listening to “The Beach” directly followed by 
“Daddy Issues” can really remove you from the 
present and take you to a darker, more rhythmic space 
in your subconscious. The second track plays with 
heavier beats and an echoing effect that shows off 
Rutherford’s lower register. This slow jam comes off 
more brooding and dark versus the sensual affect the 
band was most likely trying to achieve. Also, the lyrics 
“And if you were my little girl / I’d do whatever I could 
do / I’d run away and hide with you / I love that you 
got daddy issues, and I do too” are rather creepy. I had 
to look up the lyrics to the rest of the song before I 
realized he was trying to be sexy.
The most experimental track, “Baby Come Home 2 
/ Valentines,” consists of soft guitar strums and eerie 
humming in the background — the most minimal 
production quickly develops into the most production 
all at once. Rutherford’s falsetto shines through 
soft chimes until the song builds into an interlude 
of otherworldly electronics that are competing for 
the listener’s attention. When you think the song is 
over, and “Greetings from Califournia” is just taking 
forever to build … you’re wrong. “Baby Come Home 
2 / Valentines” is still playing, with a smorgasbord of 
random electronic sounds — sounding almost as if the 
band members thought, “Oh, let’s listen to all of these 
sounds and pick which one sounds the coolest — wait 
they’re all cool … just leave it like that.”
“Greetings from Califournia” saves you from the 
funk you’ve been driven into from the past couple 
of soul-sucking tracks and picks up the beats and 
the attitude of the music. This song feels like a more 
classic The Neighbourhood rhythmic track, with 
almost beachy-island-sounding beats in the chorus 
that somehow compliment the otherwise spooky 
synthesizers.
“Ferrari” is also upbeat — in a twisted, The 
Neighbourhood kind of way. The production is amped 
up and the beats are heavier, but the song is still 
dreary and overly dramatic. A more hip-hop-driven 
track, “Single” is a song you can snap along to and 
sing the runs along with Rutherford. With this song, 
you will also appreciate the more positive lyrics, as 
Rutherford hopefully pleads, “Can you let your baby 
be my girl?”The fi nal track, “R.I.P. 2 My Youth,”is 
more gritty and rock-influenced, and Rutherford’s 
voice punches every lyric with a more aggressive tone.
Overall, the production quality and eerie vibe 
are stagnant, overplayed elements in too many of 
the songs, but the R&B-influenced songs, rapping 
and more experimental tracks show the new style 
The Neighbourhood prides itself on. The band has 
proven to be more than a depressing tribute to angsty 
teenagers — they have developed a fusion of R&B, 
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Wells Fargo recognizes and values the diversity of its employees, customers and business partners. Wells Fargo is an Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity Employer, Minority/Female/Disabled/Veteran/Gender 
Idenity/Sexual Orientation. Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. ©2013 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC.    
0915-04854 [93885-v2]
Now hiring
If you’re a self-starter who’d enjoy helping others succeed financially, we’d like to talk to you 
about becoming a Financial Advisor. It’s a great chance to launch a career with high earning 
potential – and the training’s on us. In fact, we’ll pay you while we train you, and we’ll provide 
a competitive salary thereafter that transitions you gradually into a commissioned-based 
compensation plan.
At Wells Fargo Advisors, we’re committed to ensuring a work environment built on equal 
opportunity and respect for every individual, regardless of race, gender or sexual orientation. 
Get to know us better at wellsfargoadvisors.com/joinourteam.
6Wednesday, November 4, 2015
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not 
exceed 300 words. Students 
must include their full name, 
major and year. Faculty 
and staff must include their 
fu l l  name, posit ion and 
department. Community 
members must include their 
full name and applicable job 
title. Verifiable statements of 
fact must include at least one 
source; if we cannot verify a 
statement of fact, your letter 
will not be published until the 
writer implements necessary 
c h a n g e s  o r  p r o v i d e s 
reputable sources for any 
facts in question. Letters are 








A f t e r  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t 
presidential debates, a strong need 
for change is evident. While the 
three CNN moderators’ most 
frequent comments were either 
softball quest ions or fawning 
adoration of the candidates, the 
three CNBC moderators seemed 
bent  on  i nc it i ng  wor t h le s s 
arguments rather than steering 
meaningful discussion. Coddling 
a candidate to enable them to shine 
or posing questions to ensure they 
will fail is not in the job description 
of a moderator. Essentially, the role 
has expanded to include personal 
opinions and objectives — with an 
ever-present infl uence of ratings.
The quest for stellar ratings and 
increased viewership has proven to 
be a negative tenet in presidential 
debates (and the media in general). 
W h i le  concer n  for  qu a l i t y 
content should be high, instead 
viewers are seeing the result of 
severely censored questions or the 
opposite — questions with tones 
that connote a personal vendetta 
against the candidates’ policies.
Although the Republican debate 
hosted by CNBC was undoubtedly 
the most profitable night in the 
network’s history, they must now 
manage the backlash due to the 
moderators’ antagonistic attitudes 
and lack of preparation. In similar 
fashion, the CNN Democratic 
d e b a t e  l e f t  s o m e  v i e w e r s 
disappointed with the lack of 
substantive questions. Admittedly, 
the Democratic debate was much 
more organized, but could this 
simply be due to the sheer number 
of candidates and have nothing to 
do with the moderators?
In addit ion to concern for 
ratings, maintaining the status 
quo  i s  a not her  i s s ue  w it h 
presidential debate moderators. 
Without fail, the only individuals 
fortunate enough to preside over 
a presidential debate have been 
famous news anchors. However, 
it does not take a broadcast 
journalism degree to moderate 
a debate. Sure, fact checking and 
great staff work behind the scenes 
is beneficial, but most people 
can direct or stifl e an argument. 
The job of the moderator should 
essentially be to ask the questions 
and enforce the time limit. In 
addition, the questions must be 
less doctored to become effective.
Since an inordinately large 
por t ion  of  t he  popu lat ion 
c u r r e n t l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t 
Washington is too exclusive 
already, initiating a new standard 
for presidential debates would 
prove to be more efficient and 
encourage political involvement.
New moderators and better 
q u e s t i o n s  c a n  s p a r k  t h i s 
change. Choosing a noteworthy 
individual who is completely 
apolitical or randomly selecting 
a representative from the general 
population could prove to be a 
respectable solution. Creating a 
new standard of personal time 
limits with actual incentives 
for staying under time is also 
an idea. Moderators’ credibility 
has been lessened over the last 
few presidential elections simply 
because of their willingness to 
bend to the status quo.
Ca nd id ate s  shou ld  mo s t 
defi nitely have to answer diffi cult 
que s t ions ,  but  on ly  i f  t he 
moderator has not been reduced 
to an instigator.
—Written by Joy Hicklin, third-
year political science student
Neutral, apolitical moderators 
would help fix primary debates
This article is a response to C.R. Jones III’s column “More 
US Action Needed in Syria.”
When will it end?
We’re 14 years in and still have more than 10,000 
troops deployed between our last two Middle Eastern 
battlefields (Iraq and Afghanistan). Those conflicts 
have cost more than $4 trillion, in addition to the 
lives of 6,840 U.S. military servicemen and women. 
Our foreign policy would be a lot like chess (as Mr. 
Jones suggests) if each piece cost hundreds of billions 
of dollars a year to deploy, maintain and move, if each 
square of the board were a city or a neighborhood 
occupied by innocent civilians whose homes and lives 
have been destroyed by the confl ict, if each lost pawn 
had a loving family that missed it back home and if the 
game had no discernible objective or victory conditions.
Syria will be no different. President Obama has 
already promised the American people that the war 
against the Islamic State will not be a short one. 
Perhaps after we spend another few trillion dollars and 
thousands of lives, we’ll kill enough of the IS leadership 
that the organization will weaken and splinter into 
smaller organizations, just as al-Qaeda did. However, 
just as the IS rose from the fractured remains of 
al-Qaeda and as al-Qaeda split from the mujaheddin, 
some other alphabet soup terrorist organization will 
take their place.
These groups draw their strength from the sentiment 
that America is a violent oppressor of the Middle East 
and its people. Continuing to violently oppress people 
in the Middle East only plays into their recruiting 
mantra: For every terrorist we kill, two or three of his 
countrymen will use his death as justifi cation for taking 
up arms themselves against his killer. Just like Heracles 
and the Hydra, we will never be able to defeat our foe 
by cutting off its regrowing heads.
The United States and the rest of the world should 
have learned from the more than a decade long confl ict 
that the War on Terror cannot be won by hard power 
alone. President Obama’s escalation of U.S. involvement 
in Syria not only fl ies in the face of previous promises 
to the contrary, but also shows that we still have not 
learned our lesson. Luckily for us, we’re not the only 
ones failing the class — Russia is eager to take our 
place as the point-man in this confl ict. While Russian 
military might be no more successful in combating 
terror than America was, I cannot more strongly 
encourage the U.S. to pass the baton. If they’re foolish 
enough to take our place stuck in the quagmire, then 
I say we let them while we take the opportunity to 
regroup and fi nd a more effective plan.
Social Security is the blood that runs in the 
veins of this country and the grease that makes 
the American machine function. The program 
is about to go through a vast change. Monday, 
Congress passed a bill marking some major 
changes in how Social Security benefits are 
reaped by the citizens of this country. No part 
of this process was made public in any way. 
And understandably so, because a majority of 
Americans would not have liked it.
The brick that took the biggest hit was the 
fi le-and-suspend section of the Senior Citizens’ 
Freedom to Work Act of 2000. People using the 
file-and-suspend strategy were able to file for 
their Social Security benefi ts at the retirement 
age, but start receiving payouts at a later stage 
in life. This was a safe move for couples sure of 
longevity since their expected benefi ts got raised 
by an average 8 percent every year, allowing 
them to receive more per month if they reaped 
their benefi ts later rather than sooner.
This used to give an edge to married couples, 
or people who had children with disabilities. 
They could fi le for spousal or disability benefi ts 
at retirement age, and start receiving their own 
individual social security benefits at a later 
age. Congress passed the aforementioned bill 
on the pretense that wealthy couples were 
exploit ing this asset and ended up gett ing 
$50,000 to $60,000 more than their middle 
class counterparts. What they ended up doing, 
though, is making life more diffi cult for spouses 
and parents of disabled kids, leading them to lose 
the ability to fi le-and-suspend and receive only 
one of the spousal or individual benefi ts.
After an article on the subject by Lawrence 
Kotlikoff caught the media and the public’s 
at tent ion, President Obama signed of f on 
removing the f law and allowing seniors to 
file for spousal or disability benefits without 
compromising their individual benefi ts. This did 
take care of some problems but the fact remains 
that the fi le-and-suspend strategy will disappear 
about 180 days after the bill became law.
The bill in itself clearly appears to be passed 
hastily and was conveniently never discussed 
with the public. Its daring new move is going to 
be a major inconvenience to the people planning 
their Social Security agendas for months, even 
years. While the passage of the next six months 
allows people to squeeze out whatever juice 
they can from the fi le-and-suspend strategy, the 
bill will definitely destroy the expectations of 
citizens who relied on this tactic while planning 
their retirement. Anyone turning 62 even a day 
after six months from now will not be able to 
take advantage of this claim.
It is unfair, and borderl ine abusive, for 
Congress to be ignorant about the concerns of 
seniors.
Siddharth Pathak
Graduate computer science and 
engineering student
Social Security change 
unfair, bad for seniors
Ross Abbott
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EMPLOYMENT
Preschool assistants and 
substitutes
Eastminster Day School 
@ 3200 Trenholm Road, 
Columbia,is now accepting 
applications for part-time 
teachers & substitutes-
mornings and afternoons.  




Hostess, Server, Busser: 
Hiring local individuals that 
stay in Columbia for most 
Holidays/Summers. Need 
lunch availability. Email chad@
cantina76.com
Merry Holiday Sales Elf
We’re Little Lambs and Ivy, 
a sweet children’s store on 
Devine St, seeking a merry 
elf to gift wrap, make FB 
posts, to help customers on 
Tue & Thur afternoons (2 - 6) 
and some Sat. No nights or 
Sundays!




Chicora Foundation, Inc., 
a non-profi t research 
organization in Columbia 
is looking for a part-time 
archaeological lab assistant. 
This work will consist primarily 
of numbering and bagging 
artifacts, although some other 
activities, such as running 
errands, may be required. 
Applicant must be energetic 
and eager, a cooperative 
team player, enthusiastic and 
focused, quality oriented, and 
able to work independently. 
Would like someone able to 
commit to about 16 to 20 
hours a week between 9am 
and 5pm Monday through 
Friday, although specifi cs are 
fl exible. Pay will be $10/hr.
Please email a resume and 
three references. Please also 
provide a phone number 
where you can be reached 
and times that you would be 




BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice of 




Sail: PEDU150  (803) 317 9060
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bike to USC, walk to w.cola 
vista 
Nice 1 br. studio apt   
Large bedroom & bath, galley 
kitchen & den, Nice deck, yard 
& parking .
Year Lease,sec deposit and 











15 Son of Leah and
Jacob
16 One unlikely to
bring home the
bacon?







































54 Rites of passage
55 Heathrow
postings: Abbr.
56 Point a fi nger at
57 Dark purple
58 Charlie Brown cry
59 Title role for
Michael or Jude
60 New newts





4 Avenges a wrong
5 Runway shapes








9 Like some press
conference
answers


































44 Scary Wild West
circles?
47 Meet, as needs
48 Norwegian saint
49 “Won’t do it”























Join SPURS on Davis Field near 
Green St. from 10AM-2PM to sign 
thank you cards for donors! 
November 12th 
Vote on: www.dailygamecock.com OR The Daily Gamecock App 
Aries
Today and tomorrow get 
especially busy. Work 
requires your personal 
touch. Discover and 
re solve  a  s t r uc t u ra l 
problem. Pull what you 
need out of storage. The 
act ion is  beh ind the 
scenes. Learn the value 
of what you have.
Taurus
Let friends arouse your 
curiosity. The next two 
days are reserved for fun. 
Encourage creat ivity. 
Play around. Romance 
blossoms i f  lov ingly 
tended. Practice your 
arts and magic. Follow 
the beat of the music and 
dance.
Gemini
Your home and family 
require more attention. 
Fix up your place today 
a nd  tomor row.  G et 
creative with color, form 
and line. You can get 
what you need without 
straining the budget. 
Prepare for an upcoming 
social event.
Cancer
T h i ng s  a re  ge t t i ng 
clear over the next few 
days. You see a solution. 
Read, write and study. 
I ssue press releases. 
Communicate with your 
net work s .  Re supply 
loca l ly.  Meditate on 




Take care of f inancial 
matters over the next 
few days. Tally up your 
ba la nce  sheet .  Keep 
payments current, and 
i s s u e  r e m i nd e r s  o n 
accou nt s  rece ivable . 
Patience pays off. Keep 
your agreement s.  Be 
deter m i ned  a nd  not 
dissuaded.
Virgo
Your conf idence and 
personal power expands 
today and tomorrow. 
With strength, you also 
gain options. Let your 
team know how they can 
help. Pay attention to 
a brilliant, yet bizarre, 
suggestions. Wait for a 
roadblock to clear.
Libra
The next two days are 
n ice  for  l ay i ng  low. 
Upgrade your equipment 
and organize your space. 
Prepare for a new project 
by closing up old ones. 
St ick close to home. 
Listen to someone who 
thinks differently than 
you.
Scorpio
Enjoy a two-day party 
phase. Social activities 
and team projects go well 
today and tomorrow. 
A r i sk cou ld pay of f 
big.  A sk  for  help  to 
gather resources and 
talents. Stifle rebellious 
tendencies. Build a strong 
foundation together.
Sagittarius
A professional challenge 
requires your attention 
over the next few days. 
Opportunities could arise 
if you play your cards 
r ight .  Fi x somet h ing 
before it breaks. Postpone 
t ravel.  Take on more 




draw you out today and 
tomorrow. Discover new 
methods, tricks and ideas. 
Listen to a mentor or 
teacher. Go and see for 
yourself. Make long-term 
plans and dream big. 
Imagine ways to apply 
what you’re learning.
Aquarius
Plan strategically over the 
next few days, especially 
regarding money. There’s 
no rush. Join forces with 
anot her for f und ing. 
Others seek your advice. 
Come up with a plan 
toget her.  Ga in more 
than expected. Enjoy a 
tranquil evening.
Pisces
Someone n ice th inks 
you’re cute. Get your 
homework done before 
g o i n g  o u t  t o  p l a y. 
Discover romance where 
least expected today and 
tomorrow. Charm with 
your talents and passions. 
Your reputation precedes 
you. Dress to impress.
@thegamecock
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Dallas Cowboys defensive end Greg Hardy is 
a phenomenal football player, having racked up 
three sacks, a forced fumble and an interception 
in just three games so far this season.
Un for t u nate ly,  H a rdy  i s  a  le s s  t ha n 
phenomenal person, as he was convicted in 2014 
of throwing his then-girlfriend into a bathtub, 
onto the fl oor, onto a couch covered in assault 
rifl es, and strangling her.
The issue with this situation has nothing to 
do with Hardy’s ability on the fi eld. A 2014 Pro 
Bowler, Hardy tied the Carolina Panthers single-
season sacks record with 15. The problem lies in 
the fact that the football player on the fi eld and 
the person off the fi eld are the same individual 
but are being treated as two separate beings.
Initially, Hardy was suspended for the first 
10 games of the 2015 season, but that number 
was reduced to four following an appeal. When 
Hardy took the fi eld against the New England 
Patriots on Oct. 11, the NFL sent a clear message 
that players do not have to be held accountable 
for their actions.
For those who would argue that everyone 
deserves a second chance, let me remind you 
that Hardy has been given not only a second 
chance, but also a third chance. In his first 
press conference this season, the former sixth-
round pick said he was ready to “come out guns 
blazing” when he returned to the fi eld, before 
making sexist comments regarding Tom Brady’s 
wife.
Hardy didn’t stop there. In the Cowboys’ 
Week 7 loss to the Giants, the hot-headed 
defensive end was seen shoving a coach on the 
sidelines and then getting into an argument with 
teammate Dez Bryant. After the game, team 
owner Jerry Jones claimed to have no issue with 
Hardy’s behavior, making the excuse that Hardy 
is simply an emotional player.
In essence, Hardy lives a double life, spending 
Sundays terrorizing quarterbacks, and the other 
days failing to take responsibility for his actions. 
The NFL and the Cowboys treat Hardy as two 
separate people, which allows them to act as 
if they employ only Greg Hardy the football 
player, and not the man who can’t even pretend 
to respect women for the duration of a 10-minute 
press conference.
But, as it turns out, the on-the-fi eld Hardy and 
off-the-fi eld Hardy are the same person.
Hardy’s lack of awareness is absolutely 
appalling, and one of the best perspectives 
on this situation comes from New York Jets 
wide receiver Brandon Marshall. Marshall was 
arrested multiple times on domestic violence 
charges prior to being diagnosed with borderline 
personality disorder, prompting him to stay out 
of legal trouble and become a spokesperson for 
the disease.
“When I look at Greg [Hardy] and how he’s 
handled himself, on the fi eld and in the locker 
room, I see a guy that is not aware,” Marshall 
said on Showtime’s “Inside the NFL,” after 
discussing the proper way to act following such a 
monumental legal issue. “He doesn’t understand 
the magnitude of what happened last year, what 
he did and the atmosphere surrounding the 
NFL.”
When only considering on-the-field ability, 
Hardy absolutely belongs in the NFL, as he 
is one of the league’s best defensive linemen. 
However, being a professional athlete is an 
incredible privilege, not a right. Had a normal 
civilian committed the brutal acts of violence 
that Hardy carried out, that person would most 
likely be locked up in prison for a number of 
years.
We cannot allow our professional athletes to 
be above the law. Not only has Hardy committed 
unacceptable crimes, but he has continued to act 
inappropriately and displayed an incredible lack 
of awareness and remorse. Because of his actions, 
Hardy no longer deserves the privilege of being 
praised for his talents on the football fi eld.
—Written by Sports Writer Adam Orfi nger
NFL, Cowboys need to punish 
Hardy, not endorse his behavior
Weekend Home Schedule
Slapping a fi nger against a helmet is the paper cut of 
the football world. Of all the dangers in this world, it’s 
embarrassing to slice open your hand on a piece of paper. 
Likewise, in a sport where bodies are fl ying around at top 
speed on every play, it seems improbable for an injury to 
occur as a result of the helmet, something designed to 
eliminate injuries. This happened when Ryan Fitzpatrick, 
quarterback for the New York Jets, had to leave the game 
this weekend due to a hand injury caused by a helmet.
If you put more thought into it, though, it is not all 
that hard to believe. Helmets and facemasks are the 
hardest things in the fi eld of play, harder than even J.J. 
Watt’s biceps, and much more so than a knee ligament or 
a neck bone, so why wouldn’t they be the source of some 
injuries?
Growing up playing football, the fi rst thing I learned 
about tackling was to keep my head up. The second thing 
was to get my head across the chest of the person I was 
tackling. These two age-old maxims always seemed to 
conflict with one another to me. It is hard enough to 
bring down a running back, but now I have to keep my 
head up while also literally sticking my neck out between 
the guy running full speed at me and the end zone?
The very nature of tackling takes the helmet, a 
supposed safety measure, and turns it into a weapon 
for defensive players. Just ask Gamecock legend Marcus 
Lattimore, whose career-ending injury was caused by a 
defensive back diving helmet-fi rst into Lattimore’s knee.
I have loved, played and followed football my whole 
life, but I can see the writing on the wall. Every week it 
seems like more college and professional stars are having 
their seasons or careers cut short by injuries. This week 
was particularly rough for the NFL as it lost several stars, 
and ended with an exclamation mark as Ricardo Lockette 
of the Seattle Seahawks had to be carted off the fi eld with 
a neck injury while playing against the Dallas Cowboys 
on Sunday night.
That particular play was not illegal, although there was 
an illegal blindside hit penalty called. But replay showed 
that Lockette saw the hit coming and had time to prepare 
himself for the blow. Even after all the rule changes and 
safety measures implemented in recent years, legal hits 
are still causing players to have surgery on the vertebrae 
in their neck. Maybe it’s time to stop examining the rules 
and take a look at the equipment.
It’s not quite a “chicken or the egg” situation since 
concussions have been around since before the NFL 
began requiring helmets in 1943, but I do wonder how 
the number of concussions has grown since the debut 
of the hard, plastic helmet. Helmets of some kind are a 
necessity on the gridiron, but I am not sold on the style 
of helmets that are worn today.
While researchers develop new and improved helmets, 
there is one change I would make. Organized tackle 
football in full pads should be outlawed until players 
are in the sixth grade. This would help cut down on 
childhood concussions, which can make players more 
susceptible to concussions later in life, and allow them to 
learn proper techniques before they try to bring down an 
offensive player.
With the emphasis on safety increasing by the day, 
football as we know it could be on the way out. I hope 
that measures will be taken soon to protect the game 
so that I can spend my fall weekends being lazy and 
watching football for the rest of my life.
—Written by Sports Writer Marion McCurry
COLUMN
Gamecocks begin SEC tourney
T h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
women’s soccer team begins 
postseason action Wednesday 
w h e n  t h e  f i f t h - s e e d e d 
G a me c o c k s  t a k e  on  t he 
fourth-seeded Auburn Tigers 
in Orange Beach, Alabama. 
The Gamecocks are looking 
to repeat a similar result to the 
team’s 2-0 win over Auburn 
on Oct. 8.
In that matchup, it was the 
usual suspects providing the 
offense for South Carolina. 
All-SEC honorees Savannah 
McCaskill and Raina Johnson 
each added a goal, extending 
the team’s unbeaten streak 
to 10 games, before it was 
snapped in t he fol low ing 
match.
The No. 16 Gamecocks are 
likely safe to qualify for the 
NCAA Tournament, but the 
team is motivated to bring a 
trophy back to Columbia.
“ W e  w a n t  t o  g i v e 
ourselves a chance to win a 
championship,” Coach Shelley 
Smith sa id, fol lowing the 
team’s win over Tennessee to 
close out the regular season. 
“We missed that opportunity 
for the regular season, but we 
have a team that shows they 
are capable of winning, and 
we need to make sure we take 
that into Orange Beach.”
South Carol ina’s three-
match winless streak toward 
the end of the season cost the 
team a chance at the regular 
season crown, finishing five 
points behind top-seeded 
Florida. The Gators are on 
the same side of the bracket 
as the Gamecocks, meaning a 
potential semifi nal matchup is 
looming, provided both teams 
can advance.
Wednesday’s game will be 
broadcast l ive on the SEC 
Network, with game time set 
for 8:30 p.m. EST A berth in 
the conference semifinals is 
on the line, and the team will 
look to redeem themselves 
a f ter  m is s ing out  on t he 
regular season title.
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